
ABOUT OUR PANELISTS
Judge Sophia H. Hall has served as a Jurist in the Circuit Court of 
Cook County for nearly four decades in various assignments in the Law, 
Criminal and Juvenile Divisions of the court. She is currently assigned to the 
Chancery Division. Since 1995 Judge Hall has also served as Administrative 
Presiding Judge of the Resource Section of the Juvenile Justice and Child 
Protection Department. In that capacity she works with communities to 
promote restorative justice responses for at-risk youth and chairs the Citywide 
Restorative Justice Committee. Judge Hall has a long record of service and 
leadership with the Illinois NAACP and she has participated in local and 
national organizations committed to the improvement of the administration 
of justice including the National Judicial College, the National Conference of 
State Trial Judges and the Judicial Division of the American Bar Association.

Judge Martha A. Mills (Ret.) served as Jurist in the Circuit Court of Cook 
County from 1995 to 2012. When Supervising Judge of the Parentage and 
Child Support Court, Judge Mills launched a highly successful pilot restorative 
justice project in partnership with DePaul University College of Law. Judge 
Mills’ experience with restorative practices dates back to the mid-1990s, 
when she founded a not-for-profit, Transforming Communities (1996-2007), 
dedicated to teaching, training and practicing restorative justice. Judge Mills 
is an innovating civil rights attorney and has been called “an authentic lawyer-
hero, courageous trailblazer, and enduring source of inspiration.” Judge Mills 
made history as the first woman attorney at the Wall Street law firm White & 
Case and then as a trial attorney with the Lawyers’ Committee for Civil Rights 
Under Law in Mississippi and Chief 

Counsel of its office in Cairo, Illinois. She tried hundreds of cases 
confronting the injustices of structural racism. She has published 
a compelling memoir of her experiences – Lawyer, Activist, Judge: 
Fighting for Civil and Voting Rights in Mississippi and Illinois. 



The Moran Center champions justice and restores hope with a lifeline of innovative, holistic legal and 
social work programs because ALL kids deserve:

JUSTICE in the courtroom

ACCESS to the classroom

SUPPORT in the community

The Moran Center is poised to be a driving force in creating, collaborating and coordinating a 
restorative model throughout Evanston. The Moran Center has evolved in recent years to provide 
programs that lessen negative impacts of school discipline and divert youth from court involvement. 
Our next, best step is in creating a Restorative Community to build on our successes.

Please join us. Visit www.moran-center.org for more information about our initiatives and how you 
can be involved. 

Judge Sheila M. Murphy (Ret.) served as Jurist in the Circuit Court of 
Cook County from 1989 to 1999. After graduating from DePaul University 
College of Law in 1970, Murphy was an Assistant Public Defender for seven 
years and then a panel lawyer for the Federal Defenders of Northern District 
of Illinois for eleven years before becoming an Associate Judge in 1989. She 
served as the Presiding Judge of the Sixth District until 1999. As Presiding 
Judge in Markham, she established a children’s room in the courthouse and 
opened a school in the courthouse for children who had been expelled.  She 
also worked to establish specialty courts dedicated to domestic violence and 
drug treatment. From 1999 to 2011, Judge Murphy served Of Counsel to 
Rothschild, Barry & Myers LLP, where she represented death-row inmates and 
actively lobbied for the abolition of the death penalty in Illinois. Since 2011, 

Murphy has been an adjunct professor and Co-Director of the Restorative Justice Project at UIC Chicago 
Law School. Judge Murphy is the co-editor of two books on restorative justice – Restorative Justice in 
Practice: A Holistic Approach and Readings In Restorative Justice. 

Judge Patricia S. Spratt has served as Jurist in the Circuit Court of Cook 
County since 2015. Judge Spratt currently has two court assignments. She 
sits in the Mortgage Foreclosure/Mechanics Lien Section of the Cook County 
Circuit Court, Chancery Division four days a week. On Thursdays, Judge 
Spratt sits in the North Lawndale Restorative Justice Community Court, the 
first of its kind in Illinois. There, the focus is on repairing the harm caused 
by the criminal conduct of a young person to a victim, the community, and 
most importantly, to the young person. Judge Spratt has been appointed 
by the Illinois Supreme Court to serve on the Supreme Court Committee on 
Professional Responsibility, as well as the Supreme Court Judicial Performance 
Evaluation Committee. Judge Spratt’s community activities include serving as a 
Board Member of BUILD Chicago, Inc., a charitable organization dedicated to 

holistically engaging community youth.
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