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Order Studyft
of Death in
' Bridewell

BY WILLIAM SLUIS

The Evanston City Council
set up a special committee last
night to investigate the death
of an Evanston man in Bride-
well Hospital Nov. 17 after he
had been transferred there
from Evanston Hospital.

The investigation was pro-
moted by charges from black
groups that the prisoner, a
black, was transferred under
pressure from Evanston police
and city officials.

John Cox, 19, of 2208 W.
Foster St., was taken by police
to Evanston Hospital Oct. 24
after he- attempted to hang
' himself in his cell in the Evans-

ton police lockup after his ar-

rest the day before for involun-
 tary manslaughter for the fatal
' beating of his son, Sidney, 2,
in the family home.

Cox. who was paralyzed, was
transferred from Evanston Hos-
pital after Magistrate Richard
Jorzak of Evanston Court
signed an order sought by
police to move the youth, .

Wayne F. Anderson, -city

manager, said last night in a
memo made public at the
. council meeting that the trans-
Jier was necessitated by the
: cost to the city of keeping Cox
' in Evanston Hospital and main-
taining an around-the-clock po-
lice guard
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Evanston Unit
to Hear Charge
in Inmate Death

Hearings on charges of laxity
on the part of the Evanston Po-
lice Department and officials
of Evanston Hospital in con-
hection with the death of John
E. Cox, 19, of 2208 Foster Av,,
Evanston, on Nov. 21 will con-
tinue tonight before a City
Council committee.

Members of an Evanston citi-
Zens group charged that the
police and hospital were negli-
gent in allowing Cox to be
transferred from Evanston Hos-
pital to County Hospital and
later to the House of Cor-
rection Hospital, where he died
of injuries he suffered when he
attempted to hang himself in
the Evanston City Jail. Cox
had been charged with the

th of his 2-year-old son.

At hearings yesterday, Mr.
and Mrs, James Cox, 1908
Foster Av., Evanston, testified
that they saw their son at
County Hospital, They said he
was transferred from County
Hospital to the House of Cor-
rection Hospital altho he wag
€0 ill to be moved.
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Votes for a Probe
in Prisoner’s Death

BY RONALD YATES

The Evanston City Council
voted last night to ask the Illi-
nois Courts Commission to in-
vestigate the Evanston Circuit
Court’s handling of a prisoner
from that suburb who died last
November after being shuifled
between three hospitals despite
the fact that he was in a coma.

The council acted on the re-
commendations of a special
fivemember committee,
beaded by Ald. Shel Newberger
[9th], appointed to investigate
the death of John E. Cox, 19,
of 2208 Foster Av, Cox died
Nov. 20 in Cermak [formerly
Bridewell]l Hospital four days
after being shuttled by police
from Evanston Hospital to
County Hospital to Cermak Hos-
pital while in a coma.

Cox had been in a coma since
Oct. 24 when Evanston police
found him hanging in his cell
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after his arrest the previous{
day on charges of beating to
death his 2-year old son, I
‘The council voted unanimous.
! Iy for the Evanston corporation
counsel to ask the Courts Com-!
mission to investigate both the
Public Defender’s Office and
the Evanston Branch of Circuit
Court’s handling of the case.
The Newberger report, which
‘Was released Jan. 25, criticized
Magistrate Richard Jorzak of
that court for failing to release
Cox on his own recognizance
instead of setting bond at $250.
Newberger said last ni ght
that “essentially, there had
been no legal representation of
any kind for Cox.” |
The. city will ask the Courts
Commission to determine
whether the Evanston Court
acted fairly and whether there
was “gross negligence.”
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