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Community Development Block Grant Funding Crisis 

CALL TO ACTION: Letter Writing Campaign 

 

April 18, 2017 

 

On April 28th, CDBG funding under the current continuing resolution (CR) expires. Now is the time to advocate 

for Congress to recognize the value of such programs by approving the funding. The Trump administration’s 

proposed budget slashes funding for the Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) by roughly 13 

percent, including the elimination of the Community Development Block Grant (CDBG), currently worth $3 

billion.  

 

According to HUD, between 2005 and 2013, CDBG created or retained 330,546 jobs, assisted over 1.1 million 

people with homeownership and improvements, benefitted over 33 million people nationwide through public 

improvements, and provided public services to over 105 million people. Every $1.00 of CDBG leverages 

another $3.65 in other funding; bringing additional resources to communities that support jobs, businesses 

and, most importantly, the local citizens. 

 

On a local level, Evanston receives approximately $2 million in federal CDBG funds as an entitlement 

community of the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development. Evanston uses these funds to support 

low- and moderate-income individuals, families and neighborhoods by providing decent housing, providing a 

suitable living environment, and expanding economic opportunities.  

 

In addition to funding the integrated legal and social work programs at Moran Center, CDBGs enable many 

other nonprofits to deliver critical programs and services. Collectively, the impact of these programs create a 

tightly-woven fabric of support for families in our community. The loss of these funds would put some of our 

most vulnerable populations at risk and would weaken our community. 

 

WHAT CAN YOU TO DO HELP? Write your local representatives and request that they approve the funding when 

they return from recess next week. In conjunction with letterpress artist, Ben Blount, and Evanston retailer, 

Stumble & Relish, we are launching a postcard (or letter) writing campaign. Postcards can be purchased at 

Stumble & Relish – 1310 Chicago Ave., Evanston. Stumble & Relish will donate a postcard postage stamp with 

each purchase. See reverse for more details. 

  



 
 

 

Evanston Elected Officials: 

 

Representative Janice D. Schakowsky 

2367 Rayburn House Office Building 

Washington, D.C. 20515 

202-225-2111 

Facebook.com/janschakowsky 

Twitter.com/JanSchakowsky 

Senator Tammy Duckworth 

524 Hart Senate Office Building 

Washington, D.C. 20510 

202-224-2854 

Facebook.com/SenDuckworth 

Twitter.com/SenDuckworth 

Senator Richard J. Durbin 

711 Hart Senate Office Building 

Washington, D.C. 20510 

202-224-2152 

Facebook.com/SenatorDurbin 

Twitter.com/SenatorDurbin 

 

Not from Evanston? Visit commoncause.org to find out how to contact your local reps. 

 

Sample Text – write small so it will fit on your postcard ; ): 

 

April 20, 2017 

 

Dear Representative/Senator ______________, 

 

Subject: Dept. of Housing and Urban Development / CDBG Funding 

The uncertainty around CDBG funding is putting families in my community at risk. I urge you to request that 

leadership approve a full-year Transportation, Housing and Urban Development (THUD) bill now rather than 

funding these critical programs through another continuing resolution. If spending cannot be finalized by April 

28, my agency will continue to suffer. Please act responsibly to ensure that your most vulnerable constituents 

are not impacted by Congress’s inability to do its job. 

Sincerely, 

Your name 

Your address 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


